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supinely awaited attack in an inadequately forti-
fied encampment. But fortune stood at Haig's
elbow. The Egyptian cavalry conducting a re-
connaissance in force, much in the manner of the
wars of the seventeenth century, unexpectedly
was attacked by the Mahdi's followers. It was
the first time the Egyptian cavalry had come into
action, and for a time a portion of the force was
thrown into disorder. There was some chance of
it spreading through the whole force. Haig,
promptly realising the danger, and acting on his
own initiative, brought into action a battery of
horse artillery round which the cavalry could
rally. It was a trivial incident, important only
because it attracted Kitchener's attention to
Haig, and brought to him a brevet-majority and
a mention in despatches.

A little later, at the end of the brief campaign,
he was ordered to Aldershot to take up the
appointment of Brigade Major of the Cavalry
Brigade, then commanded by General John
French, and there commenced the close association
between these two men which continued inter-
mittently throughout his career, and terminated
only when Haig succeeded French as Commander-
in-Chief of the British Armies in France.

But his time in Aldershot was short. In South
Africa a storm was brewing that was to give
Haig a greater opportunity of showing his mettle.
Ever since the ignominious ending of the Jameson
Raid into the Transvaal in 1896, the relations of
the Boers and Britishers in South Africa had been